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We have a very interesting weapon for this  
Bulletin’s “Guess The Gun.”

Here are a few helpful hints: It is a single shot 
percussion rifle, approximately 58 caliber, weighs 
about 15 pounds, 30” round barrel, receiver pivots 
down and it can be loaded from the front. There are 
no markings on the rifle. It appears to be Civil War 
vintage.
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The President’s Shot
“Positive” is the key word for MWCA for the past and future.  2010 saw MWCA 

events increase in overall size and attendance.  A highlight of the year occurred with 
the organization sponsoring the displays of Tom James and Alvin Olson at the NRA 
National Convention where they won national awards. In other areas, numerous 
youth-focused weapons organizations received financial support.

 For the MWCA to continue to be successful in 2011, it will require the combined 
efforts of all of our members.  If you have any recommendations, questions, or 
concerns, please contact any member of the board of directors who wish to thank all 
who have worked so hard to make this last year a successful one for MWCA.

2010 MWCA President 

Ed Pohl 

         2011 Show Dates
                    Minnesota Weapons Collectors Association

JANUARy 15 - 16, 2011. Rochester Mayo Civic Center

FEbRUARy 19 - 20, 2011, Minneapolis Convention Center 

MARCH 19 - 20, 2011, MN State Fair COLISEUM building

APRIL 16 - 17, 2011 (Easter is April 24th), MN State Fair EDUCATION building

AUGUST 20 - 21, 2011, Forest Lake Sports Complex 

OCTObER 1 - 2, 2011, MN State Fair EDUCATION building

OCTObER 29 - 30, 2011, MN State Fair COLISEUM building

DECEMbER 10 - 11, 2011, St. Paul RiverCentre
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MWCA 2010 Trophy Show

Alvin Olson took 1st place in the  
Modern Hand Gun display

The annual Trophy Show was held on October 30-31, 2010; at the Minnesota State Fair Grounds. There were 475 exhibitor 
tables and a little under 3,000 in attendance.  We enjoyed two days of nice warm fall weather with the temps ranging in the 
mid 50s.  The competitive displays were down this year with only 7 individuals setting up a display but still there was some 
very interesting and rare items displayed.  

Jim Corlovic and his bride from Illinois took 
2nd place with his Remember the Maine display. 
They also received the Ozzie Klavestad Award 
which is voted on by those attending the show.

Dale Peterson got lucky and received three  
awards for his Rare 1894 Winchester display.

2nd place in Modern Hand Guns 
went to Dale Dalbotten.

Ed Pohl took 2nd place in the Modern Long Gun category 
for his display of Russian Sniper Rifles and Uniforms.1st place in the Modern Long Gun category went 

to Fred Vandersnick’s Model 12 Winchesters.
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MWCA 2010 Trophy Show

Related Items went to bob Rolander for  
his fine collection of Nazi items.

Thank you to the all the gents who took the time 
and effort to bring out their collections  

to share with all who attended.

We want to thank Tony Schwab who has held 
the job of Trophy Chairman for the past several 
years. He has decided to retire this year and 
pass the job on the another member, to be 
selected later.  Anyone wanting to volunteer 
please contact any of the board Members or 
Gail Foster.
“Thank you” to the judges who took time out of 
their busy schedules to make this another  
successful Trophy Show. 

Tony Schwab 

Ed Pohl

MWCA 2010 Forest Lake Show
The second show held at the Forest Lake Sports Complex 

in August was, again, quite successful with both public and 
exhibitor attendance. Feedback from exhibitors was positive.

We were honored to have two of our Charter Members 
attend the show. Stan Nelson had a table of vintage history and 
firearms books along with several nice Merwin & Hulberts for 
sale. Jim Jirele, Charter Member and former bartender from 
the old Stagecoach Museum, stopped by to spend some time 
visiting with Stan about the “old days” at the Stagecoach.

Public attendance was just under 1,800, not including 
MWCA members, and 261 tables were sold (capacity). As of 
now, we’ll be returning next August. The facility is planning 
on improving the ventilation system for next year’s show. 
They really appreciate our business.
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I would like to share with you our adventures at the 2010 NRA Convention where we represented the 
Minnesota Weapons Collectors Association with our display entitled “Our Women in World War II.”  It was an 
honor to be asked and what a thrill it was to actually display there.  It was a whole new experience and one we 
will never forget.

We met people from the NRA Board of Directors, military personnel, teachers and children. The 
conversations were a joy to be remembered. Many women were pleased to see the display that honored women 
in service. Many of the men remembered events that the women were involved in with them at war time.  The 
stories were a learning process for us.

The hours were long but it was worth it as there were around 
80 thousand in attendance and I think I talked to half of them.  
We set up on “Collectors Row”, which was an awesome sight to 
see with the many items on display. The fellow exhibitors were 
so friendly and a joy to talk to.

I was impressed with the award ceremony where MWCA was 
well received for their many years of continuous participation in 
the convention. MWCA received two Recognition Certificates, 
one for Alvin Olson’s “WOOPS” display  (See Alvin’s article in 
this issue) and the other for the “Our Women in World War II”.   
I never thought this could happen; it was a thrill and honor to 

receive and it 
will make our 
memories of this  
event very special.

I want to thank Alvin and Elenora Olson for their help and 
especially Alvin for his expertise in assisting us in setting up 
the display. Also thanks to Dave and Lonnie Strand, and Ed 
and Sherry Pohl for their encouragement and assistance during 
the convention. And again, thank you MWCA for this great 
opportunity; the memories will last a life time.

      Tom & Barb James.

Our Women in World War II
By Barb James

“Our Women in World War II” Display.

A Happy barb James receiving  
her “Certificate of Recognition”

MWCA Received two  
“Certificates of Recognition” Awards
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MWCA Contributes
Among the many contributions MWCA makes 
annually, shaping the future for our youth is of 
utmost importance. Examples include firearms 

Scott County Youth Firearms Safety Class

Shakopee Class of 2010 DNR Youth Firearms Safety Program

safety and marksmanship training for the Shakopee 
Class of 2010 DNR Youth Firearms Safety Program, 
and Scott County Youth Firearms Safety Class.

Support The NRA!

MWCA
Charter Member
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One of One Hundred-Fifty
Early Winchester rifles were offered in 
a variety of options, as one often heard 
“it has everything on it but the kitchen 
sink.” Options, Extras or Special Orders 
included: fancy wood, checkered with 
pistol grips, a variety of butt plates, 
different barrel lengths some with the 
take-down feature, special sights and 
the list goes on and on. You could get 
just about any thing for an extra cost. 
These extras really enhanced the beauty 
and function of the rifle. At the time the 
cost, which seems moderate to us today, 
would run from .25 cents for a rear sight 
blank to $5.00 to $100.00 for engraving. 
The 1896 Winchester catalog states the 
following about extras. All deviations 
from standard styles and sizes involve a 
large proportional outlay for hand labor, 
and, when ordered, will be subject to the 
following charges. 

That initial investment really shows up 
today on the price of fancy rifles as they 
are worth three to five times more than a 
standard rifle.

More of these options were available on early Winchester rifles 
prior to 1900. Color casehardened receivers were a prominent 
feature as many of the customers requested the “Rainbow 
Color” receivers. Due to the time and expense the case color was 
discontinued and replaced with the all blue receiver. 

Many Single Shot rifles, 1873s, a few 1876s and 1886s are found 
with case color receivers but I have never seen a colored receiver 
on an 1892 or an 1895 and very seldom on an 1894. That does 
not mean to say they are not out there some where, but I feel 
they would be extremely rare. The Buffalo Bill Historical Center 
published a journal in 1995 called “ARMAX.” In Volume V there 
is a survey of “The Winchester Model 1894 Records.” On page 
131 they list the 1894 Models with casehardened receivers; there 
were a total of 157: 2 carbines and 155 rifles. One of those rifles 
is featured in this article.

by Dale H. Peterson

Serial Numbers of Casehardened Receivers 
for ARMAX Vol. V

List of Winchester Extras from catalogue No. 58, Dec 1896
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One of One Hundred-Fifty, continued

Close up of the receiver of Serial Number 15,375

Listed on page 131 is serial number 15,375 as having 
a casehardened receiver. It was produced in 1895 
and shipped from factory in 1896 as follows: Serial 
Number 15,375, 26” Octagon barrel, Take-down, 
38/55 caliber, Lyman hunting front sight, screw eyes 
and casehardened receiver. Extra features listed in the 
1896 catalogue would have cost the following: Case 
Hardened Receiver $1.00 - Extra finish on a plain 
stock, on case hardened guns only $2.00 - Screw Eyes 
with swivel snap hook (and sling) $1.50. There was 
no listing for the take down feature but for $25.00 you 
could order a take down rifle. No listing for the Lyman 
Hunting sight. This rifle cost approximately $28.50, 
and as a standard rifle would be priced at $19.50. I 
guess at the time it was manufactured that was quite a 
substantial amount over the standard rifle. 

Being 1 of 155 makes this a pretty rare bird and would 
be a prize in any Winchester collection.

 

References:

Winchester Book by George Madis

Winchester Repeating Arms catalogue No. 58, 
Dec. 1896

Armax Vol 5 Buffalo bill Historical Center

 Left and right hand view of Serial Number 15,375

Support The NRA!

Support Our Troops!
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The Mormon’s Six Shooter
By Stan Nelson

To most Americans a six-shooter means only one thing; a cowboy’s gun, a single action Colt revolver. Colt’s 
longevity has had a lot to  do with this. They are still in business, but they had help. In the  20th century the Colt 
logo was firmly established by Western novelists, from Zane Grey to Louis Lamour and film stars from Tom 
Mix to Clint Eastwood. I’m writing here of an earlier six-shooter, well known in its day but unknown now to all 
but arms historians and gun collectors. 

Ethan Allen (1806-1871) was the founder of an important American 
family firearms business operating under various names from 1831 to 
1902. His six-shooter, with which his name was to become associated, 
was based upon his patent no.461 of November 11,1837 and was a double 
action, multi-barrel, revolving pistol which, as Mark Twain wrote in 
1872,”irreverent people called a pepperbox.” In THE GUNS THAT WON 
THE WEST, London, 1999, author John Walter says, page 45: “the name 
did not enter common currency until after the London Great Exhibition of 
1851.” These Allen revolvers were Samuel Colt’s major competition from 
1837 to the mid 1850s, and during that time “six-shooter” meant Allen. 
The term was appropriate for the first ten years of production at Grafton, 
Mass., 1837-42, and Norwich, Conn., 1842-47. All Allen pepperboxes 
were six-shooters, from pocket models dragoons. At the same time Colt’s 
Paterson revolvers (1837-42) were all five shooters, the Walker Colt 
(1847) being his first six-shooter. Of course, production of the Walker led 
to further Government contracts and Samuel Colt was well on the way to 
success. 

That Ethan Allen and his brothers 
in law, Charles Thurber and Thomas 
Wheelock, were able to compete 
with Colt for nearly twenty years 

is not hard to understand. The Allen was the first American double action 
revolving pistol, quick to pull from a holster or pocket and rapidly fire up 
to six shots. It was also inexpensive (about one quarter the price of a Colt) 
and, when properly maintained and loaded, was a reliable weapon. Helping 
sales also were the critical events taking place at this time which created 
a growing demand for personal side arms: Mormon difficulties in the 
Midwest, the war with Mexico which drew thousands of volunteers, and 
the tens of thousands of (mostly young) men outfitting for the California 
gold fields. 

On a personal note, while traveling through the California mining 
regions back in the 1950s my brother Bill and I would always stop at 
small town museums. Scattered among the mining paraphernalia would 
usually be a few firearms, which were what we were looking for. We were 
surprised at the number of recent dug-ups we found on display, including 
some badly rusted pepperboxes. We decided later that this was the result of the use of surplus military metal 
detectors. We saw a number of these cumbersome devices being lugged around the abandoned mines and ghost 
towns by enthusiastic treasure hunters. 

Ethan Allen, 1806-1871.

Allen six-shooters top, Pocket size .32 cal. 
middle, Standard size with ring trigger .32 cal. 
bottom, Dragoon size .36 cal. 
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Especially pertinent to this article are the Mormon troubles with disenchanted 
neighbors and less than sympathetic governors, first in Kirtland, Ohio, then in 
Missouri where things turned violent and lives were lost. In Nauvoo, Illinois the 
cycle was repeated, ultimately leading to the murder of Joseph Smith and his 
brother Hyrum on June 27, 1844, who were being held in the Carthage, Illinois 
jail. Faced with growing threats the outgunned Mormons agreed to sell out and 
leave Illinois by 1846 and head West to some as yet undetermined location. 
Brigham Young had convinced the faithful that he was God’s chosen successor 
to Joseph the Prophet and would lead them to a new Zion where they could build 
their theocracy without government interference. Even before starting however, 
the Mormon hierarchy knew they would need firearms and took steps to obtain 
them, using tithe money and contributions from property sales. We can get an 
idea of this from an article by Harry W. Gibson in the UTAH HISTORICAL 
QUARTERLY, vol.42, 1947, in Frontier Arms of the Mormons, Mr. Gibson 
writes: “From Brigham Young’s note of Sept, 1844, Received some arms and 
ammunition from the Brethren in St. Louis.” And, in the same article “the LDS 
authorities directed Orson Pratt to purchase, with the tithe money, six barreled 
pistols for self defense … When he returned in November from New York, Pratt 

brought four hundred dollars worth of Allen’s revolving six-shooting pistols.” In the final evacuation of Nauvoo 
in 1846, Chief of Police Hosea stout was given charge of these weapons. 

By June, 1846, using tactics worthy of a Marine D.I., Brigham Young had the first contingent of Mormons at 
the Missouri near Council Bluffs, Iowa. Here he was to receive help from an unexpected source. 

War with Mexico was in the offing and President Polk asked for a 500 man volunteer Mormon Battalion 
to join General Kearney’s planned expedition to California. Although most Mormons scorned the request, to 
Brigham Young it meant much needed money and guns. He agreed to the proposal with the stipulation that 
Battalion members keep their issued weapons upon discharge, and they send their pay back to Brigham Young. 
The Mormon Battalion was mustered in on July 16, 1846 and immediately 
headed for Fort Leavenworth to join Kearney’s force. While this was going 
on, a chartered ship, the Brooklyn, was nearing San Francisco Bay where it 
dropped anchor on July 31, 1846. On board were 235 Mormons led by Sam 
Brannan, another ambitious Mormon who was hoping to convince Brigham 
Young that California was “the place” for New Zion. They were well armed. 
On the long voyage from New York they had detoured to Honolulu to discharge 
cargo that helped pay for their trip. In the harbor near them was the USS 
Congress under command of Commodore Robert F. Stockton, who was also 
headed for California. Having learned that fighting had broken out between the 
United States and Mexico, Stockton thought that Brannan and his Mormons 
might be of some help to him when they reached California. As described 
in QUARTERDECK and SADDLEHORN, The Story of Edward F. Beale 
1822-1893, by Briggs and Trudell, 1983, p22 : “He (Stockton) authorized 
(at Brannan’s request) the sale of 150 muskets and 50 Allen’s revolvers to 
Brannan.” These arms were then transferred from the USS Congress to the 
Brooklyn and went to California with the Mormons. If these Allen revolvers, 
sold by a U.S. Naval Officer, were Government property, there should be a 
record of their purchase somewhere; U. S. pepperboxes?

Merwin-Hulbert .38 double action, 
with folding hammer (1885) 

The Mormon’s Six Shooter, continued

Brigham Young, the efficient religious and 
secular leader of the Mormons from 1844 
to 1877. 

Edw. F. Beale, sailor turned soldier.  
No Mormon, Beale left the U.S.S. 
Congress for action in California with a 
pair of Allen six-shooters. 
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Hosea Stout, Chief of Police at Nauvoo and 
on the trail to Utah.

The Mormon’s Six Shooter, continued

Many Mormons were convinced of the eternal significance of their trials and tribulations and kept diaries or 
journals of daily activities, for which we (some of us anyhow) are eternally grateful. Most of these were saved 
by descendents, donated to historical societies, and many of them have been published. From such sources I 
have selected a few entries descriptive of the ownership and use of Allen’s six-shooter by individual Mormons. 

In A CONCISE HISTORY of the MORMON BATTALION, by Sgt. Daniel Tyler, 
1881, John Taylor (President of the church in 1881) wrote of that tragic day, June 
27, 1844, when the Prophet Joseph Smith, founder of the Mormon Church, and his 
brother Hyrum, while held in jail were killed by members of the Carthage Grays, 
a unit of the Illinois State Militia. Taylor was in that Carthage jail room with the 
Smiths and was seriously wounded himself in the promiscuous shooting. Joseph 
Smith had the only weapon in the room, a pocket pistol which had been given to 
him earlier in the day. Of this Taylor writes, p47: “The pistol was a six-shooting 
revolver of Allen’s patent, it belonged to me … I have it now in my possession.” 
Smith used the Allen too, as Taylor says p49: “He pulled the six-shooter from his 
pocket and opened the door slightly and snapped the pistol six successive times; 
only three of the barrels however, were discharged. I afterwards understood that two 
or three were wounded … two of whom, I am informed, died.”  This historic Allen 
is now in the Museum of Church History in Salt Lake City. 

Hosea Stout’s Diary, ON THE MORMON 
FRONTIER, ed. By Juanita Brooks, 2 vols. 

1964 is very good on weapons. Stout was something of a gunman himself 
though a lawyer, bodyguard to Joseph Smith in Nauvoo, member of The 
Legion, and chief of police in Nauvoo and on the road to Utah, and in 
charge of public weapons. The six-shooters he mentions were no doubt 
some of those purchased by Orson Pratt in New York. Still in Nauvoo in 
the fall of 1845 stout was keeping an eye on things as the hard working 
Mormons labored to finish their temple (It’s too bad that wonderfully 
eclectic piece of architecture didn’t survive) before organizing their move 
across Iowa. In Vol. 1, page 61 of his diary, Stout writes on Sept.4, 1845: 
“Went to Shumway’s and got a Six-shooter. Brs. Eagan and Allen came.” 
(Shumway, Eagan, and Allen were also policemen). Page 86, in Nauvoo 
Oct 25 Stout was accosted by Major Warren (who had been in charge of the 
Militia in Carthage) for carrying sidearms and replied: “To which I told him 
that I had carried private arms ever since 2 of our men had been murdered 
in jail by them under the protection of the Governor.” On page 89, Nov.3: 
“Went to Brother Henry P. Sherwoods’ and got the six-shooter I lent him … 
it was in good order.” 

In February, 1846 Hosea Stout, the police, and others who had remained in Nauvoo began the trek across 
Iowa to overtake the main body of Mormons. Passing near the small town of Farmington, Stout and a few 
others rode in to buy some needed articles. Whether they expected any trouble is not clear, but they were ready 
for it. Page 129, March 3,1846: “When we went into the store there were a group of men standing by which 
manifested every symptom to pick a fuss with us, but I was armed with 2 six-shooters and a large Bowie knife 
all in sight which they eyed very close and when I came near any of them they would give me a wide berth.” 
There were other Mormons feeling the need for personal weapons, and the following entry is one of several 
involving individuals trying to obtain them illegally. Page 241, March 13, 1847: “At dark went to meeting at 
the council house. Here J.P. Packer was up before them for a charge of stealing a brace (pair) of six-shooters 

Joseph Smith Jr., the Mormon Prophet. 
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by getting them with a forged order. Some was for cutting him off (from the Church)”. Faced with this 
possibility, Packer and the others eventually turned in the Allen revolvers they had “borrowed.” Coming back 
from a meeting with the Omaha Indians, on whose land the Mormons were camped, Stout had a chance to test 
the effectiveness of an Allen six-shooter on a Badger he encountered along the way. Page 258, June 1, 1847: 
“It was slow to run and very strong. It received one shot in the vitals and two in the head from a six-shooter 
before it was killed.” Vol II of Stout’s diary is involved with his work as a lawyer and member of the Territorial 
legislature and ends with his call to the Cotton Mission in 1861, thus has few references to firearms. 

John D. Lee’s diaries are also informative on firearms, but being mostly 
post pepperbox period contain only a few references to Allen six-shooters. In 
JOURNALS of JOHN D. LEE, 1846-47 and 1859, ed. By Charles Kelly, 1938; 
while at winter quarters on the Missouri, page 41, Dec. 20,1846, Lee writes: 
“At nine I was at Pres B. Young’s who belted around me a brace (pair) of 6 
shooters to protect my person against savage depredations. In a MORMON 
CHRONICLE, the diaries of John D. Lee, ed., by Cleland and Brooks, 2 vols., 
1955, we read of some very efficient work with an Allen in an encounter with 
Indians; Vol. I, page 40, June 16, 1848: “They appeared very hostile, one of 

them leveling his gun at Wm. Kimble, when 
quick as thought, Howard Eagan, who stood 
within 2 rods of the Indian, fired at the Indian, 
the shot took effect, the Indian reeled and fell 
… a number of shots were fired, Bro. Ricks 
was hit … Eagan with another shot from his 
six-shooter brought another Indian to the ground.” Eagan was hit in the wrist 
and the Indians departed in a hurry. Howard Eagan was quick on the shoot; 
three years later he killed a man who had “seduced” one of his three wives. 
(Stout comments on this in his diary, but does not identify the weapon Eagan used.) 

But the day of the pepperbox was nearing it’s end. By the mid 1850’s the 
increasing availability of Colt and other percussion revolvers with rifled barrels 
capable of long range accuracy brought a slow but inevitable decline in sales 
of the Allen and other pepperbox pistols. With their smooth bores and no sights 
pepperboxes were strictly close range defensive weapons and their low price 
alone kept them around until the Civil War. From that monumental story of an 

overland adventure, GOLD RUSH: JOURNALS and DRAWINGS of J.G. BRUFF, ed. by Read and Gaines, 
2 vols., 1944, I give the last word on the Allen to an experienced Forty Niner. On page 1174 of volume 2, J. 
Goldsborough Bruff writes: “Allen’s pistols - good for defense in a city or crowd.” 

John D. Lee, best known for his part in the 
Mountain Meadows Massacre in 1857. 

The Mormon’s Six Shooter, continued

Howard Eagan was handy with his 
six-shooters. 

Sources not listed in text: 

Bennett, R.E., MORMONS on the MISSOURI, U. of Ok.,1987. 

Brodie, Fawn H., NO MAN KNOWS MY HISTORY,  
N.Y., 1945. 

Bryant, Edwin, WHAT I SAW in CALIFORNIA, N.Y., 1848. 

Egan, Wm. N., PIONEERING in the WEST, 1846-1878,  
Salt Lake City, 1917. 

Furnis, Norman F., THE MORMON CONFLICT, 1850-1859, 
Yale, 1960. 

Hancock, Levi, THE SAVING SACRIFICE, np, 2000. 

Henry, Paul, ETHAN ALLEN, and ALLEN & WHEELOCK, 
Mowbray, 2006. 

Sonne, Conway B., SAINTS, SINNERS and MARINERS, 
Utah, 1987. 

Unruh, John D. Jr., THE PLAINS ACROSS, Illinois, 1979. 

For specific information on the infinite varieties of Allen 
pepperboxes see Norm Flayderman’ s GUIDE TO ANTIQUE 
AMERICAN FIREARMS, 9th ed., and Paul Henry’s ETHAN 
ALLEN and ALLEN & WHEELOCK.
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Coffeyville, Kansas Revisited
By Dale H. Peterson

Many of us have heard of the “Dalton Gang” and how they 
met their demise while trying to rob two banks simultaneously at 
Coffeyville, Kansas.  The good citizens of that small southeastern 
Kansas town had other ideas and were ready for the bad guys as 
they left the bank. In the shoot out that followed the four robbers 
were killed along with four brave citizens. 

There is a nice museum there that honors the fallen heros 
called the “Dalton Defender’s Museum”. This article is not about 
the robbers or defenders but about a particular Winchester 1886 
that was use in the robbery. Quite a few years ago my bride and 
I stopped there on our way south looking for warmer weather for 
several weeks. 

In one of the display cases, near the 1886 
Winchester, there is an article from a March 1962 
“Guns” magazine stating “Winchester .44-40 
belonged to Dalton boys etc.” That had bothered me 
for years because the rifle looked like an 1886 Model 
and not a model 1892 which came in the 44-40 
caliber. The forearm looked short and has a big gouge 
out of the wood on the left hand side as shown in the 
picture of the four dead robbers.

On our annual trip south this year we stopped at Coffeyville and visited the museum which was spruced up a 
little, new carpet, better lighting and a good dusting. The day we stopped Mr. John Alvery was on duty and very 
graciously offered to help in any way as I explained our visit there. I personally examined the rifle and found the 
answers to the question I had many years ago.

It is an 1886 Winchester in the 38-56 caliber, 
Serial number 55,710, not a 44-40 as stated in the 
“Guns” magazine article. The forearm has been 
cut shorter and the under side of the barrel had 
a new forearm slot cut and the original one was 
filled. The barrel measures 20” and appears to be 
original. The butt stock has also been shortened to 
about 12 3/8” and the butt plate was ill fitted. 

The following is extracted from the Winchester 
records: Date In: 5-9-1891, Type: Rifle, Caliber: 
40-65, Barrel: Octagon, Trigger: Plain, Date Shipped: 11-30-1891. Evidently the alternations were done shortly 
after the rifle was purchased because it was used in October of the following year.

This reportedly was Grat’s rifle and it is said he was a drunken bully who like to gamble and was short in 
stature, this may account for the cut down stock, shorter barrel and forearm. The alternations would make it 
more of a saddle gun as the original configuration would be clumsy for a small man to handle especially on a 
horse.

It isn’t often you get to hold a REAL historical rifle...I would encourage any one heading down thru Kansas 
be sure and make the trip to the museum, it would be well worth your while.

Check the website: Dalton Defenders Museum-Coffeyville Defenders

From left to right, four deceased Members of the “Dalton Gang” 
Bill Powers, Bob Dalton, Grat Dalton, Dick Broadwell..

Photo from the Guns Magazine article of the Model 1886.

Barrel showing the filled slot.
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Coffeyville, Kansas Revisited, continued

Enlarged photo of the robbers without the rifle.

Left side of the 1886. Close up of the gouged forearm.

What a piece of history!

How Did  Jefferson Know?
John F. Kennedy held a 
dinner in the white House 
for a group of the brightest 
minds in the nation at that 
time. He made this statement: 
“This is perhaps the assembly 
of the most intelligence 
ever to gather at one time in 

the White House with the exception of when Thomas 
Jefferson dined alone.”

(Especially read the last quote from 1802.)

When we get piled upon one another in large cities, as 
in Europe, we shall become as corrupt as  Europe. ... 
Thomas Jefferson

The democracy will cease to exist when you take away 
from those who are willing to work and give to those 
who would not. ... Thomas Jefferson 

It is incumbent on every generation to pay its own debts 
as it goes. A principle which if acted on would save one-
half the wars of the world. ... Thomas Jefferson 

I predict future happiness for Americans if they can 
prevent the government  from wasting the labors of the 
people under the pretense of taking care of them. ... 
Thomas Jefferson   

My reading of history convinces me that most bad 
government results from too much government. ... 
Thomas Jefferson 

No free man shall ever be debarred the use of 
arms. ... Thomas Jefferson 

The strongest reason for the people to retain the 
right to keep and bear arms  is, as a last resort, to 
protect themselves against tyranny in government. 
...  Thomas Jefferson 

The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time 
to time with the blood of  patriots and tyrants. ... 
Thomas Jefferson 

To compel a man to subsidize with his taxes the 
propagation of ideas which he  disbelieves and 
abhors is sinful and tyrannical. ...  
Thomas Jefferson 

Thomas  Jefferson said in 1802: ‘I believe that 
banking institutions are more dangerous to our 
liberties than standing armies. If the American 
people ever allow private banks to control the 
issue of their currency, first by inflation, then by 
deflation, the banks and corporations that will 
grow up around the banks will deprive the people 
of all property - until their children wake-up 
homeless on the continent their fathers conquered.’



MWCA News16

WOOPS!

Many years ago a man brought a wooden shot shell case to a gun show, and asked if I bought older shot 
shells. I told him that I would look at what he had to offer. 

The wood case was marked 16 Ga., 2 9/16 in., Western Expert, 12 
PELLETS - 1 BUCK. It had other markings that indicated it was a U.S. 
Government purchase. There was a little more than a half case of very clean, 
full boxes of shells, that were marked as government property. We agreed on a 
value and that item was brought home. The shells were obviously of the early 
1940’s vintage, and the Western Expert line would have been the bid winner, 
but “What For?” (a)

Among the shot shell collectors there was no one that could answer “What 
for?”

U.S. Trench and Guard Guns were always 12 Gauge, we thought. We knew 
that shot guns had been used to train aerial gunners to “Lead,” but not with 
No. 1 Buck Shot! Also, the other U.S. Government loads were OO Buck, Trap 
Loads, and some “Small Game” or foraging loads, all 12 Gauge. 

The individual boxes of shells sold well since they had been unknown, but 
I kept one box and the wooden case. About ten years passed with not much 
further thought about these 16 Gauge shells. 

Why did our government need what were obviously “What For” shells? Why 
Guard Gun loads for government use in 16 Gauge shotguns? The “What For?’ 
was soon to be answered for us, when a Winchester Model 12 collector friend told 
me that he had acquired a Winchester Model 12, 16 Gauge, with a twenty four 
inch cylinder bore barrel, and it’s receiver was marked “USTVA” (b) and also 
had a “Property Number” marking. A few of these Model 12s began to come on 
the market after a large collection was purchased by a large retail sporting goods 
company. Soon I received a call and was invited to “look at” an interesting Model 
12. When I arrived I was shown a “USTVA” which became mine. (c), (d)

Now I had a box of shells, a wooden case and a 16 Gauge Winchester Model 12 that had been U.S. property!

Research of the TVA brought to light the fact that German Agents had been landed, before WW II, from 
a submarine, on our east coast. Their target was to find a method of putting the TVA generators out of 
commission, but they were intercepted and captured. The TVA dams and generators produced much of the 
needed electricity for aluminum, which was being made for military aircraft production.

Able bodied males were being recruited and drafted to increase our nation’s military strength. A new group 
was formed, of females, that was called “Women Officers Of Public Safety” -“WOOPS” for short. These ladies 
were taught to use shotguns, handguns (e), and Judo. This was the only specifically “Combat Trained” female 
force during WW II. They also were accompanied by German Shepherd dogs, while on duty guarding essential 
war effort production of electricity. (f) 

The 16 Gauge “WOOPS” Model 12 was shown at the 2010 NRA Annual Meetings, in the MWCA’s booth on 
“Collectors’ Row”, in the “Our Women in World War II” display. It was awarded a “Certificate of Recognition”, 
which ranks it just out of “Ten Best Weapons” category.

This is the story of the search for an answer to the question “What For?”
By Alvin Olson

(a) Western, and others, produced 2 9/16 
inch 16 Gauge shells into the late 1940s. 

(b) TVA is the acronym for 
Tennessee Valley Authority, and 
more information is available on the 
internet at “Google” - “TVA“.
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(a) See photo.

(b) See photo.

(c) This configuration of the Model 12 was not a ‘cataloged’ barrel length; it has the standard  2 ¾” Chamber marking. The receiver serial 

number falls into the 1942 range, and the barrel date is 1941. One other 24 inch, 16 gauge cylinder barreled, Model 12 is known of. It 

has a 1937 serial number on the receiver, but no barrel date marked. It is not a “TVA”.

(d) These markings were ’Hand Cut’ into the left side of the receiver - see the accompanying image of this marking. The image shows 

handling, and use, of the Model 12.

(e) The WOOPS were armed with Colt New Service Revolvers, Caliber .38 Special, with five inch barrels. One picture of the training shows 

a woman with such a revolver, which was identified, for me, by Dr. Joseph A. Murphy, who authored a book on Colts.

(f) See photo.

WOOPS! continued

(f) Barb James had a display of the uniforms of the “Women in WW II” at the MWCA’s 2009 Trophy Show. I inquired “What about 
the WOOPS?” Her reply “The What?” I gave her the information that I had, and she did more research about the “Women Officers Of 
Public Safety.” She has acquired a badge that was worn by these Officers, and is in search of more information, at this time.

Past Presidents’ Dinner
The Past Presidents’ Dinner, held in conjunction with the recent trophy 

show, was well attended. Several of the presidents from the last 30 years 
were there with their wives. 

Current President Ed Pohl received the Fish Hook 
award for being somewhat gullible. For the rest of 
that story, talk to Chuck Geyer or Larry Rogers.
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President and Board of Directors      Dec. 29, 2009                                                
Minnesota Weapons Collectors Association
P.O. Box 662 
Hopkins, MN 55343

Gentleman,
I want to tell you how pleasantly surprised I was upon coming home and 
finding the 2009 Trophy Show Issue in the mail.
This issue is one of the most, if not the most, informative that I have read.   
I think that it was neat adding the show cards and other information.  I have 
scanned in the schedule and emailed to my out state and out-of-state friends,
Having a high interest in the Civil War period might make me a bit biased on 
this issue but keep up the good work.  The magazine is truly a class piece of 
work that sets the MWCA above the rest.
Regards,
Duane L. Haugan
Member

Note from the Staff:

Our last issue was a great success and it appears the Board of Directors 
made the right decision  and had it mailed out to the membership.  We 
had many positive comments from the members.  Thank you to Mike 
Foster who puts every thing in order in the bulletin, pictures, right copy 
etc., and the quality of the printing is the best we have had.

Letters to the Editor

Dale,
I think the Bulletin is one of the greatest publications I get. I don’t think we should have the expense of 
mailing out all the Bulletins all year but since you were mailing out three show announcements/table 
reservations it probably made sense to do so this time.
It is very educational and represents a very class act of the Weapons Collectors, and I am very happy to be a 
member.
We are so lucky to have historians/authors available to us like Stan Nelson. As a matter of fact, your are no 
slouch yourself and I am proud to know you. The Bulletin illustrates to me and hopefully anyone who reads 
it that there is much more to a firearm or accessory than the item itself and the potential for an investment 
return or not. For me, and fellows like you, Stan and others, history is so much more important and long 
lasting.
A person that simply is involved in the business of buying and selling to make a living is fine. But I think 
they miss so much more that is available to them. The Minnesota Weapons Collectors was started by a bunch 
of old historians like Frank Litherland and Don Hemel, who both sponsored me to be a member in this group. 
One of the good things that can come from our Bulletin is to grow and interest the younger people that are 
coming after us in arms and history and the shooting sports.
So I say well done and continue to publish the Bulletin. I look forward to each and every issue and I never 
have thrown them away.
Best regards and keep your eyes on the skyline and a watch on your topknot.
Scott Smith 
Maple Grove MN 
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Larry Rogers

Meet Your Board Of Directors
Next time you attend one of our shows stop by and thank these guys for the extra time and effort they spend to 
make the MWCA shows successful.  If you have questions about any MWCA policies, show rules etc. they will 
be glad to answer them. NOTE: Photos are reprinted with the permission of the U.S. Post Office files.

Chuck GeyerAlvin OlsonDavid Hinrichs

Ken Menth

Dave Strand

Ed Pohl
Dale H Peterson

 Guess the Gun
Yes, it was a Chicago “Proctor Palm” pistol, Circa. 1890s, 32 Short RF with an estimated 12,800  produced .  
We had 9 correct answers with the first 5 receiving a free business card size ad in the bulletin.  Thanks for the 
callers who identified the gun. They were in this order:

1. Richard Ressman

brian VanKleek

In Memoriam
Steve Kukowski  

Ed Kukowski’s son, passed away from a heart attack.
We send our condolences to his family.

6. John from Elk River

7. Lori Neigel

8. Skip Larson

9. Ellen Houghton

4. Hank Vogel

5. Scott Smith2. Duane Haugan

3. Paul (Sorry, I did not get the last   
 name. He recently joined the  
 MWCA and is doing gunsmithing.)
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Heritage Arms Society’s 22nd Annual

Future Show Dates 

March 31, 2012

Ask for special Gun Show rates:
Best Western, 651-454-0100

Yankee Square Inn

3450 Washington Drive, Eagan, Minnesota

Friday, March 25, 2011  •  12:00 - 6:00 pm (members & exhibitors only)
Saturday, March 26, 2011  9:00 am — 3:00 pm

Public Welcome — Admission $5.00 — Free Parking all day

Eagan Civic Arena 
3830 Pilot Knob Road 
Eagan, Minnesota.  
One mile South of 35E on Pilot Knob Road 
(3 mile South of 494)

This is Minnesota’s longest-running show dedicated exclusively to antique sporting arms, accouterments, 
ammunition, edged weapons and militaria produced from pre Colonial days through WW 2. This is a 
quality arms show sponsored and attended by the area’s leading collectors offering historical, antique and 
collectable arms and related items. Only legal arms produced before 1945 are allowed.

Antique Arms Collectors Show

Heritage Arms Society
Collectors’ Arms Show - Space Reservation Application

Exhibitor Badge Rules: Each exhibitor is authorized two 
badges for the first table and one additional badge for each 
authorized table. Complete, sign and date this form and 
return it with your check to Heritage Arms Society,  
P.O. Box 20532, Bloomington MN 55420.

No space will be confirmed until full payment and signed 
form is received. All sales and display tables must remain 
open until 3:00 P.M. Saturday - failure to do so, without 
prior approval, will exclude you from future tables.

I have read and agree to abide by all show rules:
Signature  
of Table Holder __________________________________

Date   ___________________

Additional 
Badge Names  __________________________________

  __________________________________

Reserve _____ sales tables at $40 per table 
(Sales tables for Heritage Arms Society Members are $30 per table)

Reserve _____ display tables at $10 per table

Enclosed is my check for $ ________ (must accompany application)

Name  ________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________

City  ___________________  State _____  Zip ______

Telephone  ________________________________________

* No refunds will be made for cancellations received later 
than 7 days prior to the beginning of the show.

For information call evenings (952) 888-1079


