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Editor’s Note: For those who are 
not familiar with Stan Nelson, he 
is one of the 84 original founding 
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and informative articles he has 
written over the past 65 years, and 
especially for his service in the 
Marine Corps during World War II.
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The President’s Shot

2018 has been a great year for the MWCa.
The MWCA has had an ever evolving variety of people setting up at our shows. Look for 

our upcoming shows with a wide variety of items for sale and display. The knowledge of our 
members who attend our shows are a valuable resource to the gun owners and the collectors 
community. 

As members of the MWCA, We must remain Vigilant,contacting our elected officials.  We only retained a one 
vote majority this past election. Expect many attempts to restrict our freedoms, as has happened in many other 
states.

The MWCA continues to be active in the community. At our 2018 RiverCenter show, we gave multiple 
donations directly back to the continuity: local trap teams, gun safety organizations and Boy Scouts of America, to 
name a few.

We are heading in a great direction as an organization.
A final thank you to all members and attendees to our shows. It is great to see you at the shows. You are the past, 

present and the future of the MWCa. Let’s all work together for our continued successes.
David Corbin  
2018 MWCa President

It’s been 45 years since I attended my first Minnesota Weapons collectors Association show. 
On January 2, 2019 I was honored to be elected the  new president of the MWCa. For me, the 
MWCa has always been about FFL (no, not that FFL). I’m talking about fun, friendship and learning. 

For 65 years our organization has supported collecting, Second Amendment rights and issues, the shooting 
sports and the people and organizations that serve and share our interests. We have also been a source of news and 
technical information. None of that is going to change in 2019. 

What will change is the number and veracity of attacks made against our interests and Second Amendment 
freedoms. This new approach will focus on strategies involving increasing  disqualification for ownership in 
addition to calling for the banning of various items and products some may disfavor. The fun, friendship and 
learning that the MWCA has always offered will remain a constant but part of that learning will require all of us to 
become involved more closely in state, local and federal issues. 

I also know that you’ve read something like this in almost every President’s message ever penned. But this time 
it’s different. Those who oppose us are well organized and well financed. We must each become citizen lobbyists. 
Knowledgeable in our facts and arguments, civil in our discourse and willing to discuss our important issues not 
only with those who agree with us but more importantly and especially with those who do not. 

I believe, as the old saying goes, that we live in interesting times. We must all take an active role in solving 
problems while protecting our rights. Get to know your legislators (even if you didn’t vote for them). Talk to 
them. Put a face on these issues. 

Of course, supporting advocacy organizations is important but equally, if not more so, is developing 
relationships. as Gideon J.  Tucker said; “No man’s life, liberty or property are safe while the legislature is in 
session.” The Minnesota legislature is scheduled to begin January 8, 2019. Have fun at the shows, meet with 
new and old friends and learn more about whatever aspect of our Association interests you. But don’t sit on the 
sideline... get involved. Giving money is important, but it’s not enough.
Dave Feinwachs 
2019 MWCa President
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Our annual Trophy Show was held at the Minnesota State Fair Grounds on October 27-28. It was well attended with 
480 plus exhibitor tables and over 2,300 in attendance. We had 18 displays this year, 4 more than last year. $3,500.00 
in prize money was handed out to the display winners, so their efforts were awarded financially. It isn’t the real 
purpose of displaying, but it does help with the expense of setting up a display. It would be nice to see a few more 
displays next year. So, dust off those Old Shootin’ Irons and proudly show them off. Share them with fellow members 
as that was the original purpose of this organization. 
Next year we will be bringing back “The People’s Choice Award” where members and attendees can vote on 
their favorite display. Our thanks to the judges for the time and effort and also to Ed Pohl who is the trophy show 
chairman. Their efforts make this a special event. 

MWCA 2018 Trophy Show

Best of show went to Al Boehne’s Springfield Display.

1st place in the Antique Hand Gun Category went to Dale H. Peterson for his “Cased & Boxed” display. 
Dale also received the Best Gun at the Show award for his cased 1852 Colt Navy.
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MWCA 2018 Trophy Show, continued

Mark Reese’s display commemorating the end of WWI tied 
for 1st place in the Military Hand Guns category.

1st place in Classic Handguns went to 
Dennis Larson’s S&W display.

In the Modern Long Guns category John Carlson 
received 1st place for his Remington display.

Military Long Guns earned Scott Jensen a 1st place 
for his Shotguns in the Military Display.

Mark is showing off his new 
“conceal and carry” pistol.
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MWCA 2018 Trophy Show, continued

Rex Brown with his display of 
Winchester Model 1890. 

Dennis Delzer received 2nd Place in 
Antique Handguns.

Bob Rolander received 1st place in Modern Handguns.

Bob also received 2nd place in Classic Handguns.

Classic Long Guns 1st place went to Josh Sanders’ Brownings.  John also received 3rd place in Classic Hand Guns.
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Part of Ed Pohl’s display included the buffalo 
skull of the old lead bull from the movie 

“Dances with Wolves.”

MWCA 2018 Trophy Show, continued

And, Ed placed 1st in Antique Long Guns.

Hard working Ed Pohl won three categories. 
Tied for 1st place in Military Handguns.

Ed won 2nd place in Related items. 

2nd Place in Military Long Guns went to Rob Pfeffer.Joel Van Zante received the OK Award and 
a Medal in the Related Items Category. 
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Lessons Learned

Trusting that readers of the MWCA will find them of interest, I have put a few more 
memories into print. (While I can still see well enough to write.)

In 1943, after graduating Marine raider training I, with 
several buddies, was assigned to the 4th Raider Battalion 
which at that time was stationed on New Caledonia 
recovering from combat in New Georgia. The commander, 
Col. James Roosevelt (son of our president) was back in 
the U.S., and Major Anthony Walker was in charge of 
reorganization. 

As training started I was surprised to see everyone, from 
officer to private, was carrying a pistol, and not all were 
the issue 1911A1 .45.

I was curious to course, but the usual answer to my 
questions was “you’ll find out.” Our Staff SGT. John 
McGinty was somewhat more informative, saying “You 
can’t perform ‘Order Arms’ with a rifle while laying in 
a fox hole.” Some of us remembered those words a few  
months later on Guam. When in the stardust of nightfall, a 
figure with raised sword looms over your foxhole, you need 
a pistol, preferably of large caliber. But the 1911A1 was not issued to everyone; 
only to officers, some NCOs, some special weapons people, etc. However, 
word on the close range jungle fighting on Tulagi and Guadalcanal soon spread 
throughout the corps where Forewarned means Forearmed.

I learned that most of my well armed company had smuggled their personal 
sidearm overseas in their sea bags. I had thought of doing this myself on my last 
visit home. (A decade later I gave my brother Tom a .45 Colt Automatic before  
he left for Korea).

In early 1944 the Raiders left New Caledonia, moving to Guadalcanal where 
we established a permanent camp. In late February we prepared for an attack on 
Kavieng, near the Jap base at Rabaul. But plans were changed and we instead 
took the island of Emirua before returning to Guadalcanal.

Here our construction crew had built a simple rifle and pistol range, and here 
I had the opportunity to examine some of the non issue pistols being fired. It 
was an interesting mix. Most of the shooting was done by guys with plenty of 
ammunition. Their weapons were chambered for the issue .45 ACP. There were 
some near new and a few well used Colt automatics, and about an equal number 
of Model 1917 Colt and Smith & Wesson revolvers which used half moon clips 
for the rimless .45 ACP cartridges. Being addicted to revolvers, I’d like to have 
owned one of those D.A. Smith & Wesson .45 Caliber revolvers at that time. I 
knew how to use it.

By Stan Nelson

Vic armitage, a well 
armed 2nd raider.

Sgt. John McGinty, 4th raiders, 
our Gunnery Sgt.

Joe Sebok, Not so well armed, 
with a High Standard .22.

I give my brother Ton a .45 Colt 
Auto as he leaves for Korea in 1953.
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Lessons Learned, continued

A Lt. in our company carried a Savage .45 Auto as his personal weapon.  
I did not know till after the war what a rarity this piece was. The U.S. 
Gov’t. had purchased 200 of these Savage .45 Automatics for field tests 
by the U.S. cavalry in 1908-09. When Colt’s Auto was adopted in 1911, 
Savage bought back their 200 pistols, refinished them and put them on the 
commercial market. According to Norm Flayderman, Savage produced 
altogether only 300 of these .45 automatics. I’ve handled a few Savage 
automatics in .32 and .38 caliber which I thought were very well made. As 
was a neat little Savage Model 99 lever action carbine with a 20” barrel, in  
30-30 caliber. (I wish I had kept that one.)

The primary reason for always “Packin’ a Pistol” 
in the Pacific island wars was the Japanese way 
of war itself. American and British soldiers and 
sailors came from a culture in which surrender 
was natural and proper when faced with certain 
defeat. To the Japanese military (and most 
civilians) death, even by suicide, was preferable to 
surrender or capture.

This sounds more like basic Japanese culture 
or psychology than military thinking. I have read 
of well educated Jap officers who showed their 
loyalty to Emperor Hirohito by slashing their belly 
open with a sharp knife before being beheaded by 
their own family sword. Common Jap soldiers did 
it less painfully with a grenade or a rifle or pistol 
shot to the head. 

The death before dishonor fixation worked in our 
favor. A strictly defensive war by the Japs would 
have cost us many more lives and a lot more time. 
Okinawa showed us that the Japs were learning 
something from all their losses. They did not 
oppose our landing, but it took nearly 3 months to 
take Okinawa, and our battle casualties were the 
highest of any campaign in the Pacific. Of the total, 
including Army, Navy and Marines, 12,520 were 
killed or missing, and 36,631 wounded. 

The Japs lost an estimated 110,000 killed or 
wounded and over 7,000 had been talked (by various means) into surrendering. It became known later that 
many of these were conscripted Okinawans or Koreans. Having seen how the Japs treated the few prisoners 
they took, we didn’t take any Jap prisoners either, but we didn’t use those we took for bayonet practice.

I still sometimes wonder about the differences between Hara-Kiri (suicide) as carried out by Jap soldiers and 
their superior officers. On both Guam and Okinawa we saw soldiers make a spectacle of their death, shouting 
and waving at us before activating a grenade and holding it to their head or belly and stoically awaiting the 

Savage Military Model .45, 
only 300 manufactured.

Some Japs surrendered on Okinawa.

But most did not.

The Japanese bayonet was a literal sword.
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Lessons Learned, continued
detonation. The Jap officer wanted no audience for his final exit, only a friend or assistant with a sword. The 
bodies of these suicidal Jap officers were almost always found in a cave or tunnel opening, obviously seeking 
privacy. But why? Perhaps fearful of their own reaction to extreme pain. Slashing your belly open with a sharp 
knife must sting a little. Or maybe to swallow a quart of a favorite bottled courage before reaching for the knife? 
Could be. In late June, 1945, not long after the shooting stopped on Okinawa, the decapitated bodies of General 
Ushijima and his aide General Cho were found in a cave opening which overlooked the Southern Sea. In the 
cave behind them were found the remains of an elaborate supper and several empty bottles of Scotch whiskey. 
Evidently a good time was had by all.

Some Japs escaped the Samurai traditions by hiding out in the caves and tunnels of northern Guam. This 
included some junior officers and many soldiers. Though Guam was declared secured on August 10, 1944, 
Marines stationed there were still killing Japs in November. The officers surrendered in 1945 after hearing of 
Hirohito’s surrender. The last holdout was Sgt. Shoich Yokoi who was captured by Guam fisherman in January 
1972. The Sgt. became something of a celebrity and I saw him a couple of times on TV. I don’t think he 
confessed to any war crimes.

About 25 years ago I watched a public television program on WWII in the North Pacific and Japan. An 
interview with two elderly Jap soldiers raised my hackles somewhat. With malicious grins and chuckles they 
told (through a female interpreter) how, when moving through Manchuria, they would ransack small villages 
for food, and then rape all the women. After which they were advised by their officers to kill all the women, 
children and men. Leave no witnesses. I could hardly believe what I had heard.

I believed what they were saying. I just couldn’t believe they were saying it. I guess I’d been living in the past 
too long. I collected books on the american West, got married and built a log cabin on 120 acres of woods and 
forgot about Japs and WWII. But the Japanese had help in forgetting about WWII also.

General Douglas MacArthur’s benign treatment of Emperor Hirohito (who knew and approved of everything 
his military had done) guaranteed that there would be no lengthy Japanese war crimes trials. a few Generals 
were hung, including Gen. Hediki Tojo, who was prime minister of Japan. And MacArthur gained his revenge 
of Gen. yamishita who had chased him out of the Philippines.

But, fearful of getting Hirohito involved in a trial, those responsible for the atrocities in Nanking, Bataan, 
Singapore, etc., kept their mouths shut. Thus, to a generation of Japanese citizens WWII atrocities meant only 
the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Things loosened up considerably after Hirohito’s death in 
January 1989, but most Japanese were not happy to hear grandpa’s story. Interviews such as I had seen on PBS 
TV left no doubt of Japans’ pre-war guilt, but these old guys evidently felt no real guilt. War is Hell, and rape 
and pillage are the fruits of victory. What’s all the fuss about? No doubt aware of extended TV coverage, they 
never bragged about using tied prisoners for bayonet practice or their skill with the Samurai Sword in beheading 
the truck loads of citizens we found on Guam. Thus, these atrocities were recorded. And so what? Since Attila 
the Hun mankind’s barbarities have been recorded in various ways. In the 1950s I had a American Indian friend 
whose mother, grandmother and elderly aunt were all killed by U.S. 7th Cavalry troops at Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota on December 29th, 1890. He was just a kid but he remembered running, falling, and the blood on 
his mother’s face. Eventually somebody found him and some other children and brought them to the Agency 
Building. It snowed that night and covered the bodies. I’ve talked with people who knew him and they all 
corroborated his story. Is this atrocity or collateral damage? (Today’s euphemism.) 

Pardon the digression. Back to WWII. Taking Guam back from the Japs had proved costly to our 4th Regt. 
I had lost several close friends. Our marine medical corps was very efficient, so our wounded were quickly 
moved out and we often never knew who died till the island was taken.
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During the last week on Guam, while packing my gear for the return to 
Guadalcanal, Dick Goss, a buddy from Texas, brought me a present and 
some bad news. The present was a Single Action Colt .45 and I instantly felt 

the bad news. The owner, another 
kid from Texas was dead, he and 
Dick were in the same mortar 
squad which had suffered shrapnel 
wounds a few weeks before. His 
were serious enough to ask Dick to 
take his S.a. Colt, and if he died 
to see to it that Stan (me) got it. (I 
had helped him with it by sending 
home for a new main spring.)

That Colt saw service with me 
on Okinawa and in Japan. It was a 
treasured keep-sake of an important time of my life. I retired it to the 
relative safety of Minnesota Military Museum at Camp Ripley, Little 
Falls, MN along with a custom holster, new stag grips, and some 
memorabilia from my Marine raider days. Memories of those days 
have somehow become a saving grace as I head into my last years.

Lessons Learned, continued

Dick Goss, a Texas buddy, in 
Japan Oct. 1945.

On Guadalcanal, Jan. 1945, with my S.A. Colt .45 and 
buddy al Luckemeyer from St. Cloud, MN.

I would appreciate any information on this revolver.  It is a brass framed, eight shot, 22 long rifle caliber with 
walnut grips.  The frame and the barrel are stamped “ – Hilton – 22 ” and is serial numbered 18; which is stamped 
on the grips, frame, back strap, trigger guard, cylinder and loading gate. I have seen two others that are consecutive 
serial numbered. 

any general information as to who manufactured these, where and when would be appreciated. Contact Dale at  
763-753-1663 or email dacopete@msn.com.

By Dale H. Peterson

“Hilton” Mystery Revolver



MWCA News12

My interest in the slide action Model 1890 
Winchester 22 rifle goes back a long way. 
Growing up on a farm in Nebraska, my brother 
and I learned to shoot with an 1890 belonging 
to our father who had inherited it from our 
grandfather. We shot a lot of small game and tin 
cans with that little rifle. It became a favorite.

Now, 40 years later, I’m still surprised at the influence of those early experiences. I find myself buying, selling 
and collecting Winchester 1890 rifles. I bought one rifle somewhere, and a few years later I had 41. I started 
renting tables at gun shows to sell duplicates, at times displaying dozens of 1890 Winchesters. It was fun and 
still is, but now I rent one table and show 10 guns. The most interesting part of this story is what I have learned 
about these little guns. 

Known as the model 1890 from the first year of production, they became one of Winchester’s most popular 
sporting rifles. They were available in either 22 short, 22 long or 22 long rifle (not interchangeable) and 
22 WRF. The specific caliber of each rifle was stamped on 
the barrel just ahead of the receiver: Although the general 
appearance never changed, there are three recognized models. 
All have approximately 24” octagon barrels and straight walnut 
butt stocks and slide handles. 

The first model, serial No’s 1 to 15521, had a solid, 
casehardened frame. The second model serial No’s 15522 to 
326615, had a blued, takedown frame. (A casehardened frame 
could still be had for $2.00 extra). The only visible difference on 
the third model, serial No. 326616 to end of production, are the 
locking lugs in notches on the top front of the frame.

My favorite story about the Winchester 1890 is that one of sales outlets for years was the 
Sears roebuck Catalogue. If you are as old as I am you will remember this catalogue. We 
got one every spring and fall. You could buy anything and everything, from a horse drawn 
manure spreader to a hernia belt. It was the Amazon of its time. I have a 1902 addition of 
the catalogue. On page 313 there is a picture and description and pricing for the Winchester 
Model 1890 rifle. The price is $10.25. I have bought these guns from Tulsa to Phoenix 
to Las Vegas and in between, and I don’t think I ever bought one for less than a thousand 
dollars. 

The Winchester Model 1890 22 Rifle
By Rex Brown

Model 1890 Winchester 22

I sold one a few years ago for $5,700 and they are out there selling 
for more than that today. I have only a few anymore and I would 
sell any of them for a reasonable offer. I will see you at the next gun 
show.
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The Safari Club International asked us to set up a display at their February 2018 meeting at the Sheridan 
Hotel in Brooklyn Center MN. They donated the space for us to display, and we accepted their invitation. I set 
up a small display using the same theme as I used at our 2017 Trophy Show, promoting the MWCa’s origin and 
history, and adding a few guns. The second theme was “Guns and their Picture Boxes.” Several pictures from 
that display are on this page.

Our premise was to promote the MWCA and sign up new members. We did this by offering a chance to win 
a framed duck print which was donated by the Boy Scouts of America. Most of the attendees were big game 
hunters, not duck hunters, but several people did sign up. 

Phillip Owens was our winner and new member. Congratulations Philip! We hope to see you at some of our 
future shows. 

By Dale H. Peterson

Safari Club International

Matt Cooklock presented the print to Philip Owens. Colt Lightning Model 1877.

Smith & Wesson Model 1 1/2  1st Issue.

Smith & Wesson Model 1 1/2 Single Action Revolver.

Support The NRA!
Sign up now! Call 800-672-3888 or go to www.nra.org

Support The MWCA!
Visit www.mwca.org for show, membership and other important info. 

Minnesota Outdoor
Heritage Alliance
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By Skip Houghton

The Colt Model 1908 .25 caliber vest pocket pistol was a very popular firearm for Colt, and from the 
beginning of its production in late 1908 until the start of America’s direct involvement in WWII in 1940, over 
400,000 of these pistols were produced and sold.  In 1941 Colt’s priorities shifted from commercial production 
of firearms to filling government contracts for the manufacture of military weapons. The sale of the Model N, as 
the Colt .25 semi-automatic was referred to internally at Colt, came to a stop at this time.  A few (less than 50) 
of these guns were assembled from existing parts supplies and were shipped or otherwise left the factory during 
the years of 1941-1945.

Although after the war there was considerable interest at Colt to resume production (records indicate unfilled 
orders for 5,000 vest pocket pistols when production was curtailed), this would have been difficult and costly as 
most of the skilled craftsman who did the technical and difficult tasks of making the parts and assembling them 
into pistols, had retired by that time. Additionally, the tools, jigs, gauges and many other implements needed for 
production of parts for the guns were either worn out or missing.

However, during the post War period there were sufficient 
unfinished parts and pieces on the shelves and in cubby holes 
at Colt to produce 2,100 additional Model 1908s for sale to the 
public. These pistols are referred to as Pre/Post War guns as they 
were assembled, finished and sold after WWII but were made  
from parts manufactured prior to WWII.  about 1,400 of these 
guns had frames that were already serial numbered into the 
406,000 range and many also had slides that had been stamped.  
However, none of the pre/post war Model Ns had their final 
finishes applied.  Pre/post war vest pocket pistols are distinguished 
by a deep dark chemical tank blue finish.  Pre-war Colts exhibit a 
lighter gas fired oven blue finish, noticeably different from the pre/post war pistols. (Compare Colts in photo 1.)

In addition, there were sufficient unfinished parts, un-stamped slides and non-serial numbered frames 
to produce another 705 Colt vest pocket pistols and these guns are the primary focus of this article.  Colt 
arbitrarily assigned these guns their own serial number range and it is from 420001 to 420705.  Although the 
number of Colts in this group is not very large, it is a very fertile area for Colt collectors as there is significant 
variation in the last 705 guns sold.  In my years of collecting the Model N, I have been fortunate to have 
acquired two of these pistols and both have some very interesting features.

The first pre/post pistol acquired bears s/n 420172 and it is fairly 
typical of the first 450 guns in this 705 gun range. It has checkered 
walnut grips with the late flush silver colt medallions. It  differs 
from the pre-war Colts in that it has a dark finish and a one line 
stamping on the left side of the slide:  “COLT’S PT.F.a. MFG. CO. 
HarTFOrD, CT. U.S.a.” This one line stamping is consistent for all 
705 pistols in this serial number range. The second line of the pre-war 
Colt 1908 slide stamping (five patent dates were shown) is missing.  Why, 
one may wonder was this second line eliminated on the last 705 pistols?  Ric 
Stafford, a well-known Colt collector in his article titled “New Discoveries” in 
the winter 2012 issue of the rampant Colt, has what appears to be the answer.   

Model 1908 .25 Caliber Vest Pocket Pistols
Pre/Post War Colt

Photo 1

Photo 2
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Pre/Post War Colt, continued

He theorizes that the roll die for the pre-war two-line stamping must have been damaged during the war. 
So rather than create a whole new roll die, Colt eliminated the second line of the die (where the damage 
had occurred) rendering a one-line stamping that only had to be repositioned on the slide to be of use.  a 
magnification exam of the pre and post war stampings (comparing 
s/n 420172 and 420623 to pre-war examples in my collection) lends 
credence to Stafford’s explanation.  By comparing these magnified 
samples - looking at lettering, shape, size, spacing, length, etc - no 
differences are revealed that I can discern.

Another point that Stafford makes in his article, and that evidence 
seems to support, is that many of the last 705 guns were made from 
parts that had been made prior to WWII and were originally rejected 
by Colt.  The parts no doubt were perfectly functional but perhaps not 
esthetically correct.  S/n 420172 may be a perfect example.  If you 
looked closely at photo 2 you may have noticed what is missing on 
the left side of this pistol. This pre/post war 1908 is the only pre/post 
war Model N known to the collecting community that does not have 
the rampant colt stamped into the left rear of the slide, making it a collecting oddity and perhaps a one-of-a-kind 
Colt (photo 3).  On Sam Lisker’s website (coltautos.com), a photo of this gun with a notation on the missing 
stamping is shown, and acknowledged as most unusual, in his discussion of pre/post war 1908s.

The second pre/post war Colt I have is s/n 420623 (photo 4).  
This pistol is somewhat typical of the last 255 guns sold after the 
war.  It is within the last 85 of these Colts to leave the factory.  Its 
distinguishing features include the previously referenced one line 
slide stamping and the dark tank blue finish.  This fine little Colt is in 
near mint condition.  However, there are some other aspects of this Colt 
that make it very interesting.  This model 1908 does not have checkered 
wood grips, the standard grip from 1924 until the end of production.  apparently 

Colt ran out of walnut grips and reverted back to flat top 
hard rubber grips which were standard from 1914 until 1924. 
These have appeared on several of the last 255 Model 1908s sold.

additionally, a close examination of the top of the gun shows two unusual features.  
The first is that the front sight is ramped, rather than the small rectangular sight used in 
pre-war Model Ns (photo 5). The second is the sighting groove along the length of the 
top of the slide is smooth rather than transversely ridged as are the grooves of the pre-
war Colts.  How this came to be is somewhat mysterious but one explanation, put forth 
in Stafford’s “New Discoveries” article, was that some of the remaining pre-war slides 
did not have sights or sighting grooves and these had to be cut during the post-war 
assembly/production period.  His conclusion was “either new tooling had to be created 
for this operation, or that the earliest discontinued tooling was located and reintroduced 
for this final step in the manufacturing process.”  The earliest discontinued tooling goes 
back to the 1908/1909 period and I have examined the one gun in my collection that 
falls within this period, s/n 9614.  It does indeed have a ramped sight and a smooth 
sight groove.  However it differs in three ways:  the ramp sight differs slightly in shape, 
the width of the rear sight opening is larger and the sight groove itself, while smooth, 
has a matte finish (the earliest Colt grooves were polished blue).  My conclusion on this 

Pre WWII standard sight

Circa 1909 early 
ramped sight

Post-war ramped sight

Photo 3

Photo 4

Photo 5
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The winner of the Guess The Gun Contest in the last issue is Jim 
Anderson from the Lakeville, MN area. His correct answer was the 
Remington-Rider Magazine Pistol, circa 1871 to 1888, 32 Rimfire 
Short Caliber. Approximately 15,000 were produced.  Jim stated that 
he enjoys this publication, especially the Guess The Gun Contest as it 
gives him the opportunity to learn about different firearms.  

Last Issue’s Guess the Gun

mystery is simply I don’t know positively why or how this came to 
be.  But my comparison leads me to believe Stafford’s first idea that 
new tooling had to be created is the most logical.

another unusual characteristic of Colt s/n 420623 pertains to its 
original numbered box. This box came with a post war instruction 
sheet (M-95, AL 2-46) and the bottom of the box not only has the 
pencil marked serial number of the gun (which is standard) but also a 
penciled “r.” This was Colt’s way of indicating hard rubber grips, rather 
than checkered walnut grips, were on this gun. This penciled notation (r.) 
indicating grip type is very rare (photo 6).  This is a beautiful gun in its 
original box with a number of unusual pre/post war attributes.  It is a most 
welcomed addition to my Colt 1908 collection.

There is a one more aspect of this gun I wish to point out.  In John Brunner’s 
informative book, “The Colt Pocket Hammerless Automatic Pistols II,” he 
references the fact that there are four .25 caliber 1908s of the pre/post war 
period known to the collecting community (s/n 420480, 420582, 420662 and 
420669) that have slide serrations that were inadvertently cut backwards.  If you 
look closely at photos 4 and 7 you will see that s/n 420623 is the fifth one!  This 
is indeed an unusual little Colt.  It is unknown to this collector if this anomaly 
is the result of Colt rejecting these slides in the pre-war period and accepting 
them post-war period or if they were cut incorrectly after WWII.  It makes 
one wonder how many more of these reverse cut slides and other production 
anomalies are out there.  The pre/post war Colt is indeed a very interesting and 
rich area for collectors.

Forty years of collecting only the .25 Colt vest pocket pistol has been an 
odyssey of great adventure and learning for me.  Although I have focused on but 
one model of Colt, there are so many variations in grips, finishes, stampings, 
engraving, embellishments, factory oddities and mistakes, that my passion for 
collecting them has only increased as the years have passed.

Sources: John Brunner The Colt Pocket Hammerless Automatic Pistols II, Copyright 2009
  Sam Lisker’s website: coltautos.com
  Ric Stafford “New Discoveries” article in The Rampant Colt, winter 2012, the Official Publication  
  of the Colt Collectors association. 

Pre/Post War Colt, continued

1908 slide serrations

s/n 420623 reverse serrations

Photo 6

Photo 7
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“FREE APPRAISALS.” That is what you’ll get at the MWCA’s May 4 and 5, 2019 show. Several years ago 
past board member Mark Reese suggested we set up a table at one of our shows and give free appraisals for 
members, exhibitors and the general public. He solicited several “Resident Experts” to assist in the appraisals 
and found members willing to help.  

It was a little slow the first year and not many items came in for appraisal, but things picked up with a little 
better advertising. Last year we had more military items show up as many of the younger collectors had an 
interest in WWII. Grand-dads were cleaning out the attic and found war souvenirs that they thought their 
grandsons should have.

This will be the third year with the help of volunteers Mark Reese, Sherman Weaver, Tony Swab, Dale 
H. Peterson and few others that are handy. If our volunteers don’t have the answers for an item they’ll offer 
suggestions to help you get the information you need.

Heritage Arms Society’s
Antique Arms Collectors Show

30th Annual

Friday, March 29, 2019 • 12:00 - 6:00 PM  
(members & exhibitors only)

Eagan Civic Arena 
3830 Pilot Knob road, Eagan, Minnesota.  
One mile South of 35E on Pilot Knob Road.  
(3 miles South of 494)This is Minnesota’s longest-running show dedicated 

exclusively to antique sporting arms, accouterments, 
ammunition, edged weapons and militaria produced 
from pre-Colonial days through WW 2. 

This vetted quality arms show is sponsored and 
attended by leading collectors who offer and display 
historical, antique & collectable arms & related items.

Only legal historic arms and related items  
produced before 1945 are allowed.

Expert appraisals available.

Future HAS Date: March 28, 2020

Saturday, March 30, 2019 • 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Public Welcome  -  Admission $5.00 (Age 16 and under free with adult)  -  Free Parking all day.

For table reservations call evenings 651-260-4532.

MWCA’s Appraising Service 

Sherm Weaver and Mark Reese check this 
young man’s ’03 Springfield.

Gary Cook discussing a British Enfield that was on 
display with two of our “resident Experts.”
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Minnesota Weapons

BUY • SELL • TRADE

The Minnesota Weapons Collectors Association was established in 1954 by a group of 
collecting enthusiasts. The MWCA provides an opportunity for collectors to buy, sell, and trade 
firearms, and provides a forum for social interaction and fellowship for those interested in the 
hobby of arms collecting. Up to eight shows are sponsored each year throughout Minnesota.
    Founded in 1954, MWCA is the  largest and oldest gun collecting group in Minnesota. 

Post Office Box 662, Hopkins MN  55343 • Phone/Fax 612/721-8976

Visit www.mwca.org for more information. 

 MWCA contributes to firearms safety 
and skill development organizations.  MWCA donated $12,350 for education of young shooters in 2018.

Trophy Show Displays

The 2018 recipient of a 
$500 MWCA Scholarship 
is rachel Nelson. 
The Minnesota Weapons 
Collectors association 
created a yearly scholarship 
fund two years ago. To 
apply for a scholarship 
the applicant must be 
sponsored by a MWCa 
member. The applicant 
must apply on the MWCa 
website between February 1 
and May 1.

MWCA Awards 
Scholarship
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The Minnesota Weapons Collectors  
Association is a proud supporter of  
the Minnesota State High School  

Clay Target League!

MWCA awards scholarships to students entering college.
Visit www.mwca.org for details.

Visit www.mwca.org And Facebook.

"

Visit www.mwca.org 
Collectors Association

For student participating in the State High School Clay Target League  
Trap Shooting Championship and parents, brothers & sisters. 

Free - up to $25.00 admission value MWCA Show Pass 

Under 18 not admitted without parent or guardian.

Present this pass directly to ticket-taker.
(Valid through December 14, 2019. No reproductions.)

Show hours Sat. 8 - 5, Sun. 9 - 3

"

www.mwca.org 

MWCA 2019 Show Dates
January 19 - 20 Rochester Mayo Civic Center

February 9 - 10  Jackpot Junction Casino, Morton MN
March 16 - 17  MN State Fair Coliseum Building

May 4 - 5  MN State Fair Education Building
August 17 - 18  Jackpot Junction Casino, Morton MN
September 28 - 29  MN State Fair Education Building

October 26 - 27  MN State Fair Coliseum Building 
Annual Trophy Show — Plan Your Display Now!

December 14 - 15  St. Paul RiverCentre
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MWCA Contributes

MWCA donated $12,350

for your support of the  
Minnesota Weapons  

Collectors Association!

during 2018 to a wide variety of local youth-
oriented firearms safety and skill development 

organizations and the National Rifle Association:

Thank You

For 2019: All requests for contributions must be submitted in writing to the MWCA Board of Directors 
by October 1, 2019 to be considered in the MWCA 2019 budget. In addition, you must agree to have a 
representative attend the December 2019 show to receive that contribution. 

Founded in 1954

•  South Metro Friends of NRA
•  Minnesota Volunteer Safety  
 Instructor Association
• American Legion Post 435
• Boy Scouts Troop 406
• Wishes and More
•  Owatonna Gun Club
• Red Arrow Camp
• MN Juvenile Officers Association
• NRA-ILA
• Capable Partners
•  Edina Firearms Safety Class
•  Scott County Youth Firearm Safety
• Northern Star Council, BSA
• Roseville High School Trap Club
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Red Arrow Camp

MWCA Contributes, continued

Buffalo Youth Shooting Sports

Scott County Youth Firearms Safety Class

Roseville H.S. Trap Club

Northern Star Council, BSA Boy Scout Troop 406

Owatonna Gun Club
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In Memoriam

Letters to the Editor

David Strand
Member of the MWCa since 1970. 
MWCa President in 1988. Long time 
MWCA Board member. Collected Marlin 
rifles and High Standards. Faithful NRA 
member, attended most Nra annual 
meetings - helping to represent the 
MWCa. always happy-go-lucky. 

What a GREAT job with your January 2018 
publication, all wonderful, interesting articles, 
pictures everything that should be in a 
publication like this and no BS.  
Bill Pirie

I want to tell you what a nice job you and your staff 
do with the MWCa magazine.  It is a really  fun and 
informative read.  
Thank you,  
Rex Brown

The MWCA donates $100.00 to the NRA for each member who has passed. 
If members know of any members passing please advise a Board member so that they can be listed in 
this Memoriam Section in the next MWCa News.

We need articles for the next MWCA News. 
How about those of you that displayed, and others, sharing some of your knowledge about your personnel 
collections? That was the original intent of the MWCA founders. Don’t worry about correct spelling and 
grammar as we have people to correct the articles submitted. If we didn’t you would not be able to read some of 
the stuff I put together. Contact me, Dale Peterson, at 763-753-1663 or any of the MWCA board members.

Alan Larson
allen Larson was a past President of the 
MWCA and served as Treasurer on the 
Board during the early 80s.
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Meet Your 2019 Board Of Directors
Dave Feinwachs - President, Jim Walters - Vice President, Jim Wright - Secretary, Brian VanKleek - Treasurer, 

and Dale Peterson - Historian. If you have any questions and/or suggestions about MWCA policies, show rules 
etc., they will be glad to answer them. 

Brian VanKleek
Treasurer

David Hinrichs Dave Corbin

Dale H. Peterson
Historian

Ed Pohl
Trophy Show Coordinator

John Chappuie

Dave Feinwachs
President

Jim Walters
Vice President

Jim Wright 
Secretary

     2019 Show Schedule
        Minnesota Weapons Collectors Association

Celebrating 65 Years!
January 19 - 20 Rochester Mayo Civic Center

February 9 - 10  Jackpot Junction Casino, Morton MN

March 16 - 17  MN State Fair Coliseum Building

May 4 - 5  MN State Fair Education Building

August 17 - 18  Jackpot Junction Casino, Morton MN

September 28 - 29  MN State Fair Education Building

October 26 - 27  MN State Fair Coliseum Building 
Annual Trophy Show — Plan Your Display Now!

December 14 - 15  St. Paul RiverCentre
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MWCA is the largest and oldest weapons collectors 
group in the state of Minnesota.

Consider becoming a 
member of the  

Minnesota Weapons  
Collectors Association!

 • Responsible firearms ownership.
 • The enjoyment of collecting.
 • Firearms safety.
 • Hunting and shooting sports.

Without involvement of our current members and 
the encouragement of new members of all ages to 
join the MWCA, the enjoyment of firearms and 
interest in ownership that brings you to our shows 
will not continue to grow. 
Help us to promote safe and rewarding firearms 
use and to contribute funds to other organizations 
that share and teach the same values.   

Visit our membership table at a show or our website 
www.mwca.org for more information about the 
benefits of joining the MWCA!  

As you can see from reading this publication, there 
are many reasons to become a MWCA member. 


